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In this issue 

It's almost Jesus' birthday... 

So let us not forget. 

To give to Him the present, 

That He would like the best. 

He doesn't want a stocking... 

Hung upon the tree.  

Or lots of toys or presents, 

Like you and me. 

 

He only wants our love for Him, 

To shine out to the earth. 

He wants us to tell others, 

About His miracle birth. 

He wants us to bring all we know,  

To church to worship Him. 

He wants us to remember... 

He died for all our sins. 

 

Please focus on His birthday... 

The sacrifice God made. 

To send His Son to live and die, 

So we could all be saved. 

This tiny baby Jesus... 

Born in a lowly stall. 

He came to bring salvation... 

To save us one and all.  

It's Almost Jesus' Birthday 
by Valerie Rousseau  
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 Another New Year is knocking on our door! This is perhaps as good a time as any to renew our 
commitment to the Lord and our service to Oak City Baptist Church. 

 Some time ago, I read an article with a great deal of humor concerning church folk.  See if you can 
relate to the following, or if you know of anyone who might? 

 To make it possible for everyone to attend church next Sunday, we are going to have a special “No 
Excuse Sunday.”  Here is what we’ll do: 

 Cots will be placed in the foyer for those who say, “Sunday is my only day to sleep in.” 

 There will be a special section reserved with lounge chairs for those who feel that our pews are not 
comfortable enough. 

 Eye drops will be available for those with tired eyes from watching TV late Saturday night or being 
on their computer all day. 

 We will have steel helmets for those who claim, “The roof would cave in if I ever go to church.” 

 Blankets will be furnished for those who find the church too cold and fans for those who say it is too 
hot. 

 Score cards will be available for those who wish to list the hypocrites in attendance. 

 Relatives and friends will be invited and in attendance for those who can’t go to church because they 
are expecting guest to arrive. 

 We will distribute “Stamp Out Stewardship” buttons for those who feel that the church is always 
asking for money. 

 One section will be devoted to trees and grass for those who like to seek God in nature. 

 Doctors and nurses will be in attendance for those who plan to be sick on Sunday. 

 The sanctuary will be decorated with both Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies for those who have 
never seen the church without them. 

 Hearing aids will be provided for those who can’t hear the sermon, and cotton for those who say the 
preacher is too loud. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR, from my family to yours! 

May God bless us all throughout the year 2017!    

                   Pastor Newkirk  

Page 2 
Oak City News 

~ From The Pastor~   

Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr. 



THE BELL  
I KNOW WHO I AM 

I am God's child (John 1:12) 
I am Christ's friend (John 15:15 ) 

I am united with the Lord(1 Cor. 6:17 ) 
I am bought with a price(1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1) 
I am a personal witness of Christ.  (Acts 1:8) 

I am the salt & light of the earth ( Matt.5:13-14) 
I am a member of the body of Christ(1 Cor 12:27) 

I am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2) 
I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant ( Phil.3:20) 
I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34) 

I am a minister of reconciliation for God(2 Cor.5:17-21) 
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18) 
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6) 

I cannot be separated from the love of God( Rom.8:35-39) 
I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor.1:21-22) 

I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8: 28) 
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16 ) 

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12 ) 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13) 

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5) 
I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16 ).  I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10) 

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified (Romans 5:1) 
I am God's co-worker (1 Cor.. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship (Eph. 2:10 ) 

I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected.  (Phil 1: 6) 
I have been redeemed and forgiven(Col.1:14).I have been adopted as God's child (Eph 1:5) 

I belong to God 
Do you know 
who you are? 

Keep this bell ringing this Christmas and every Christmas!  
LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make His face shine upon you, 
And be gracious to you; 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace..' 

Numbers 6:24-26 
 

So often, we have problems responding to the question, "Who are You?"   What a 
blessing to know that the  Bible provides an answer for all things that concern us.  Look 
up and embrace  God's living Word with confidence!   You have been bought with a 
price.  We are children of the Most High King!   God has given us the ultimate gift of 
life.   
 
Trust God for all for directives in all areas of our lives.  Pray for our patience as we wait 
on God's perfect will and timing!  Remember, God provides for His children if they 
remain faithful to His Word! 

 
Wishing each of you God's Peace and Favor! 
 

Believe, 

Catherine White Newkirk 

Page 3 Volume 12, Issue 4 

…Impressions By The First Lady… 



That’s right Oak City Baptist 
Church youth on September 
24, 2016 found themselves 
over at a Saint Augustine's 
University Football game. We 
had a makeshift tailgating 
party in our fellowship hall 
cooked by our own Deacon 
Richard Jones consisting of 
of hotdogs, cheese burgers, 
baked beans, chips, drinks and 
all the trimmings. Our 
attention was on the main 
event. After loading up along 
with saying a prayer, twenty 

four youth and adults were off 
to the George Williams 
football stadium over on the 
other side of town where our 
Pastor was waiting.  
 
As we anxiously arrived and 
entered into the stadium, all 
eyes were on the game. What 
an exciting game! The fans 
were standing up and sitting 
down all throughout the game. 
The quietest time was when 
we wanted to ensure that  
 what the referees were saying 

was in line with our individual 
opinions and if not, we let 
them have it.  Of course, we 
did this from the sidelines.  If 
only the referees could hear it.  
 
With only a few seconds left 
in the game and Lincoln 
University lined up on the 
first yard line, the mighty 
Falcons defense got the job 
done. Congratulations! A 
great time was had by all. 

Give me a F…, give me a A.., give me a L.., give me a C.., give me 
a O.., give me a N.., give me a S…  

What you got - FALCONS! say it again FALCONS! 
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…Youth On The Move… 
By Glenda D. Sandlin 



Oak City Baptist Church held an 
Etiquette Training Workshop for 
young ladies and young men on 
November 5th.  The etiquette 
training was focused on basic 
etiquette skills to help the youth 
learn how to navigate dining, 
polite behavior, courteous 
conversations, and proper attire 

(ties).  The attendance was great 
with eighteen youths: ten young 
men and eight young ladies.  The 
opening prayer was led by 
Deacon Batts.  Cameron Clark 
read the scripture: Proverbs 22: 6 
(NKJV)  “Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from 
it.” 

The training consisted of the 
youth having to introduce 
themselves with confidence 
(head high, spoken clearly so 
everyone could hear, and eye to 
eye contact), give definitions for 
etiquette and manners.  They 
also read scriptures from the 
Bible related to good manners or 
behaviors.  Young ladies had to 

demonstrate correct ways to 
sit in a chair when wearing a 
short dress.  Young men had 
to learn how to tie a tie and 
pull out a chair for a lady. 

The training was conducted 
by Sister Batts who taught 
Etiquette and Manners and 
worked with the young 
ladies.  Trustee Sams and 
Deacon Batts worked with the 
young men on tying a tie and 
pulling out a chair for the 
ladies.  Sister Karen Bethea 
Shields taught Table 
Etiquette, how to set a table, 

and using the correct utensils 
when eating. Youth had to 
correctly place their utensils on 
the table for the place setting. 
Youth had to demonstrate the 
correct way to cut their 
meatballs with a knife and 
fork.  It was a great learning 
experience for the youth and so 
much fun for everyone. 

This training involved the 
participation of many people 
such as the planning by Sister 
Glenda Sandlin, printing of 
program by Deacon Jones, and 
servers of the food by Sister 
Terrye Fish, Sister Cheryl 
Stewart (Peaches), Sister 
LaShanda Pettis, and Sister 
Theresa Curtis.  Also, we want 
to thank Deacon Jones for 
cooking the delicious meatballs.  

The youth gave them high 
marks! 

Etiquette is a code of behavior that delineates expectations 
for social behavior according to contemporary 
conventional norms within a society, social class, or 
group. 
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…Etiquette Training Workshop for  
Young Ladies and Young Men… 

By Glenda D. Sandlin 



It’s been a busy year for the 
Adoption & Foster Care 
Ministry.  We continue to work 
with Wake County Human 
Services and Choices for 
Children to meet the needs of the 
children. 

The love and enthusiasm of these 
two groups for the children of 
Wake County is contagious.  

We work with WCHS year round 
on several projects.  The below 
items are just a few: 

1. Book Bags & Supplies: This 
usually occurs in the month 
of July & August, but keep 
in mind that we collect them 
all year. 

2. Luggage:  The response has 
been great and the children 
are all smiles.  Keep them 
coming! 

3. Undie Sunday: There is 
always a need for new t-
shirts, socks and underwear. 
They are needed any time of 
the year. This is an 
inexpensive way to give. 

4. Thanksgiving:  Wake 
County Human Services 
supplies the name of a 
family, we adopt that family 
usually for Thanksgiving & 
Christmas. The family 
receive can goods & all the 
trimmings for Thanksgiving. 

5. Christmas:  The Adoption & 
Foster Care Ministry works 
with the Missionary Ministry 
to ensure a Merry Christmas 
for the children at WCHS & 
Passage Home. The Angel 
Tree Wish List makes it 
possible to grant that child’s 
wish. 

Raise Hope and Foster Dreams: 
Become a Foster Care Parent 

Foster Care is a temporary living 
arrangement for children who are 
unable to live at home with their 
parents.  The children, who range 
in age from infants to teenagers, 
have all experienced abuse, 
neglect, difficult situations or 
some type of trauma. Foster 
parents play a vital role in 
understanding the needs of 
children during these difficult 
times.  With the help of Foster 
parents, intervention and 
nurturing can make all the 
difference to a child in need. 

Foster parents must be licensed 
and meet the following 
requirements: 

At least 21yrs of age. 

Legal Wake County resident. 

Married or single. 

Stable home & income. 

Have adequate sleeping space for 
a child. 

Able to read and write. 

Submit to criminal checks, 
fingerprints and provide 
references. 

Provide the basics of life for a 
child. 

Work in partnership with the 
agency. 

Shared parenting with the birth 
parents. 

Complete 30 hours of required 
state training-Model Approach to 
Partnerships in Parenting 
(MAPP). 

MAPP is designed to help you 
learn more about foster care and 
the needs of the children.  This 
information will help you make 
an informed decision if fostering 
is right for you and your family.  
If you are a couple, both adults 
must attend the training. 

Although foster parents are 
volunteers, they receive a small 
monthly stipend to help 
reimburse the costs of raising a 
child. 

For more information contact:   

Wake County Human Services 

Foster Family Resource Unit 
220 Swinburne Street 
Raleigh, NC 27610 
(919) 212-7474 
http://www.wakegov.com 
 

Thank you Oak City family, for 
all that you do for the children of 
Wake County. 

Adoption & Foster Care Ministry 
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…Adoption and Foster Care Ministry… 
By Veronica B. Smith 



OCBC Striders once again played a very important role in 
the success of the 2016 Raleigh Relay for Life event.  
  
Event highlights included: 
 

 28 teams / 292 participants registered. 
 
 $76,149.93 dollars contributed for the effort. 
 
 OCBC Striders currently listed as third highest 

team  contributions ($9617 / top team has 
contributed ~ $13,500). 

 
 OCBC Striders – 9 team members registered (22 

individuals on site during the Relay event). 
 
 Four OCBC Striders currently listed in the top 

fifteen  contributors for the event – kudos to Rev. 
Newkirk who made contacts yielding the third 
highest dollar amount for an individual ($3535). 

 
 Seven members of the Striders are represented in 

the top 25 event contributors. 
 
 Relay for Life 2017 is seeking volunteers for the 

various event committees.  The event will be 
returning to the track at Leesville High School.  
The Opening Ceremonies are scheduled for 6:00 
p.m. on June 9th, 2017. 

 
 Commit to becoming a part of this international 

event!! 
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…Raleigh Relay for Life 2016 Summary… 
By Chiquita F. Douglas 



Oak City Baptist Church’s Usher Ministry is being 
blessed with the addition of new team members 
willing to serve God and the church family.  
Welcome recent additions to the ministry: 

Brother Charlie Fleming 

Sister Hazel E. Kearney 

Brian Keith, Jr. 

Bryson Keith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These individuals join the Oak City Baptist 
Church Usher Ministry representing 
approximately 300 years of ushering experience.  
Current team members continue to serve because 
they enjoy being God’s servant, providing 
assistance to the pastor, being an integral part of a 
positive worship experience, travel, and working 
as a team. 

Opportunities still exist for others to join with us.  
The ushers are serious about their level of service, 
and will soon be making plans to attend the 2017 
GBSC Annual Training Session.  Are you ready 
for a round trip to Charlotte, North Carolina?     

Usher Ministry on the Move 

Usher Humor 
Some people are funny; they dare to ride in the front of the 
bus, stay in the middle lane, and sit in the back of the 
church. 
1 One-Liners 
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…The Usher’s Corner… 
By Chiquita F. Douglas 



The Prayer Ministry, under the 
leadership of Brother Joel Gamble, has 
had a very active year of service.  
Members of this ministry continue to 
actively pray for our church family and 
individuals within our communities.  
Throughout the year, reports of 
answered prayers have been received for 
healing, improved family relationships, 
employment situations, and  a 
heightened awareness of the power of 
God. 

 

As we reflect on the activities of 2016, may we be 
mindful of key reminders from the War Room 
movie night presentation:  

 The importance of having a prayer partner / 
warrior in our circle. 

 The necessity of having a relationship with 
God. 

 The importance of living a life that is directed 
by God. 

 Success is not measured by the trappings of 
perceived success (large houses, cars, money) 

 Importance of living life through the eyes of a 
child 

Plans are currently underway for Oak City Baptist 

Church’s second Annual Prayer 
Workshop.  Participants will have 
to search the scriptures, and learn 
about the power and importance 
of prayer to all of life’s situations.  
Listen up for workshop dates and 
topics.  

Prayer Ministry 

but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.” 

Acts 6:4 (NKJV) 

Page 9 Volume 12, Issue 4 

…OCBC Prayer Ministry Update… 
By Chiquita F. Douglas 



Jesus Christ was born this day 
So many years before 
We celebrate this joyous time 
Reflecting on His birth 
Not born in a mansion, but a stable 
He came so He could identify 
With the human heart of man 
And gave His life as a sacrifice 
Offering a better plan 
A plan that reconciles us back 
To our loving Father God 
Bringing hope and redemption from 
Sins ruling iron rod 
For this is the only reason that we 
Should celebrate this day 
To become focused on anything else 
Would take the meaning away 
So let’s arise with joy in our hearts 
And share it with everyone 
 
The meaning of Christmas will always be 
The birth of Jesus – God’s son! 
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The True Meaning of Christmas  
Author Unknown 



On the First Christmas 
Bill Brinkworth 

Merry Christmas 

And 

Happy New Year! 

 

God’s Continued Blessings 

Across: 14. Place of lodging 7. Many 

1. Saviour 15. Herd of sheep 9. Engaged 

3. Joseph's espoused wife   10. Redeemer 

4. Many Down: 11. Staying 

5. What angels said (2 words.) 1. Espoused husband 12. "_ to God in highest ..." 

8. City of David 2. Sheep watchers 13. Heavenly creature 

10. Baby clothes 3. Feeding trough   

13, Shepherds reaction to seeing angels 6. Why Joseph went to Bethlehem   
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Inspirational  
Words of Wisdom 

For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 

John 3:16 NKJV 

Oak City Events 
12/31/2016 Watch Night Service 10:00 p.m. 

1/22/2017 Installation Service  11:00 a.m. 

2/12/2017 Adoption and Foster Care  11:00 a.m. 

2/26/2017 Black History Program  11:00 a.m. 

3/19/2017 Men’s Day Breakfast    8:00 a.m.  

3/19/2017 Men’s Day Program  11:00 a.m.  

Oak City Baptist Church 
726 Method Rd.  

Raleigh, NC  27607 
  

Telephone Number: 
(919) 839-5869 

  
Web Site:  www.oakcitybaptist.org/ 

  
Watch Live Sermons 

oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/ 
  

Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh 

  
Follow our Blog: 

www.oakcitybaptist.blogspot.com  
  

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/OakCityBaptist 

  
Instagram 

www.instagram.com/oak_city_baptist_church  

Communications Committee: 

Alice McCoy  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart 

Presti Bradley  

Barbara Fish 

Glenda D. Sandlin 

Samuel Stewart 

Sherine Vernon 

  

Editors: 

Angela Bailey  

Deacon Richard H. Jones 

 

Instagram 

Michael Ndombe 

  

Facebook 

Xenia Pigford 

Alice McCoy  

  

Oak City Blog and Twitter 

Patricia Ndombe  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart 

 

On the First Christmas 
Answers: 

Oak City News 


