
He lives! 
Unknown 

 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives.  He lives who once was dead.  He lives 

my ever living Head!  He lives to bless me with His 

love.  He lives to plead for me above.  He lives my hungry 

soul to feed.  He lives to help in time of need.  He lives to grant 

me rich supply.  He lives to guide me with His eye.  He lives to 

comfort me when faint.  He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.  He 

lives to silence all my fears.  He lives to wipe away my tears.  He lives 

to calm my troubled heart.  He lives all blessings to import.  He lives 

my kind, wise, heavenly friend.  He lives and loves me to the end.  He  

lives and while He lives.  I’ll sing:  He lives my Prophet, Priest 

and King!  He lives and grants me daily breath.  He lives and I 

shall conquer death.  He lives my mansion to prepare.  He lives to 

bring me safely there.  He lives all glory to His name!  He 

lives my Savior still the same.  Oh sweet the joy this 

sentence gives:  I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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He lives! 



Sunday School is all about teaching and learning.  It’s about learning the Word of God and eventually knowing 
how to apply it to our daily lives.  To know the Word of God is to know how to please God and how to receive 
the many blessings He has in store for each of us.  God’s Word tells us that it is His desire that we succeed in life 
and everything else we do (3 John 2).  Therefore, failure should never be the final word in our lives.  Read and 
meditate on the following, written by Lewis Timberlake in Timberlake Monthly:  

Failure is never final!  The only time you can’t afford to fail is the very last time you try. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’m a failure; it just means I haven’t yet succeeded. 

Failure doesn’t mean I have accomplished nothing; it just means I had enough faith to  experiment. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’ve been disgraced; it just means I dared to try. 

Failure doesn’t mean I don’t have what it takes; it just means I must do things differently  next time. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’m inferior; it just means I’m not perfect. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’ve wasted my time; it just means I have reason to start over. 

Failure doesn’t mean I should give up; it just means I must try harder. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’ll never make it; it just means I need more patience. 

Failure doesn’t mean I’m wrong; it just means I must find a better way. 

Failure doesn’t mean God has abandoned me; it just means I must diligently seek His  will for my life.  

Failure Is Never Final! 

  

         Pastor Newkirk 

~ From The Pastor~   

Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr. 

Failure is Never Final! 



~ Impressions By The First Lady ~   

Lessons from the Valleys 
 As a child, I often feared listening to stories in which valleys were the setting and the morals only implied 
desperation.  Gleaming through various definitions of valley, I feel the following shares the clearest meaning:  "An 
elongated space between ranges of hills or mountains, often with a river flowing through it.  It sounds like an 
awesome place to be while exploring nature at its best. 
  
Various artists and inspired writers of the "Holy Word" have penned what I call "character building" experiences 
while one may be in a valley season of his/her life.  The Twenty-Third Psalm, one of my favorites, and the song 
Lily In The Valley share the “growth, pruning, and deliverance” that is available to all.  Most of all, God is there 
offering all of His characteristics/attributes for the asking and seeking.  Love, peace, joy, and healing are only a tip 
of the iceberg when considering what God has to offer. 
  
The following poem/prayer, which I found among my readings, shares why we should welcome "Valley 
experiences" realizing we will come out stronger and better prepared to be a witness to someone else.  Let go of all 
that is hindering you from God's blessings that have your name on them.  We have to let go and let God before we 
can be effectively used by Him. 
 
Imagine the instrumental “Peace In The Valley” being played as you read. 
 

It’s In The Valleys I Grow 
By:  Jane Eggleston 

Sometimes life seems hard to bear, 
Full of sorrow, trouble and woe 

It’s then I have to remember 
That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 
If I always stayed on the mountain top 

And never experienced pain, 
I would never appreciate God’s love 

And would be living in vain. 
 

I have so much to learn 
And my growth is very slow, 

Sometimes I need the mountain tops, 
But it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 
I do not always understand 

Why things happen as they do, 
But I am very sure of one thing. 
My Lord will see me through. 

 
My little valleys are nothing 

When I picture Christ on the cross 
He went through the valley of death; 

His victory was Satan’s loss. 
 

Forgive me Lord, for complaining 
When I’m feeling so very low. 

Just give me a gentle reminder 
That it’s in the valleys I grow. 

 
Continue to strengthen me, Lord 

And use my life each day 
To share your love with others 
And help them find their way. 

 
Thank you for valleys, Lord 

For this one thing I know 
The mountain tops are glorious 
But it’s in the valleys I grow! 

 
Wishing each of you God's Peace 
and Favor! 
 
Believe, 

Catherine White Newkirk 



On Saturday November 12, 2016, the 
Veteran Ministry of Oak City Baptist 
Church sponsored a veteran information 
forum. It began with continental 
breakfast and registration at 9:30 A.M., 
followed by Hymn “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic”, scripture, prayer and 

welcome. 
 
We were provided invaluable information on these 
topics; 

 VA claims process and claims flow  

 Requirements of person filing claim 

 Compensations (service connection) 

 Non-service compensation & Pension  

 Widow pension and Dependents Indemnity 
compensation 

 Women Veteran Issues 

 Homeless/housing for vets 

Our presenters were Mr. Douggy Johnson (Wake 
County Veteran Service Officer) and Miss. Wanda 
Jones (North Carolina Military and Veteran Affairs 
Service Officer) and Miss. Ursula Mannix of Mannix 
Associates, a company that assists veterans and seniors 
with securing housing and the various avenues 
available to veterans. 
 
After our lunch break, we completed our session with 
questions and answers with panelists Wanda Jones, 
Ursula Mannix and special guest Lou Washington, 
retired Veteran Peer Support Specialist from Disabled 
American Veteran organization and Durham County 
Veterans Office. Many of the attendees’ questions were 
specific to current claims and some were about filing 
for compensations. They received good insight into 
how to prepare to file claims. Each panelist graciously 
agreed to speak with those who required specific 
assistance at the conclusion of “Campfire Chat”. 

Special thanks to: 
Wake County Veteran Service Officer-Mr. Douggy 

Johnson 
North Carolina Military and Veteran Affairs Officer-
Miss Wanda Jones 
Mannix Associates-Housing Services- Miss Ursula 
Mannix 
Retired Veteran Support Specialist-Lou Washington 
Mary Green-OCBC Hospitality 
Hibachi Express catering- Rev. Michael Pope 
All participants 
OCBC Veteran Ministry 
 
To God be the glory for a successful “Campfire Chat”. 
It is our hope to continue similar events in the future 
because veterans, dependents and guardians assistance 
and support is on-going. OCBC Veteran Ministry 
stands ready to assist those in need.  

~ Oak City Baptist Church Veterans Ministry ~   

“CAMPFIRE CHAT” 
James Simuel 



The youth gathered for their 
annual Christmas 
Togetherness in December 
2016.  We were scheduled to 
visit the Tammy Lynn 
Center, and several Oak City 
Baptist Church members.  
Unfortunately, due to illness 
at the Tammy Lynn Center 
and with the Oak City 
members we were unable to 
visit as planned.  
 
We met in the fellowship 
hall and had a day full of 
enjoyment.  The youth had 
fun playing games, quizzes, 
and musical chairs.  We have 
some amazing and extremely 
competitive youth.  In the 
end Jose Ndombe was the 
winner of musical chairs.  
Prizes were awarded for 
quizzes and games.  The 

~  Youth On The Move ~   

excitement was topped off 
with a wonderful meal.   
 
We were all grateful to have 
an opportunity to get 
together in honor of Jesus’ 
birth.  A few youth shared 
their understanding of the 
events that led to Jesus’ 
birth.  It was remarkable to 
hear and listen to each 
recollection and their 
knowledge of Bible stories.  
This reemphasizes the 
importance of Sunday 
School and Bible Study.  
Our youth are amazing! 
 
Overall, a good time was 

enjoyed by everyone.  Thank 

God for the leadership of 

Sister Glenda Sandlin and 

the Youth Ministry Team, 

Christmas Togetherness 2016 
By Sherine Vernon 



Deacon Calvin Leon Davis, the oldest child of Clara 
Davis, was 
born in 
Warrenton, 
NC, and reared 
by his loving 
grandparents, 
Mr. Saint 
Lawrence 
Davis and Mrs. 
Elvira G. 
Davis. Calvin’s 
grandfather 
was very 
instrumental in 
shaping the 
core foundation 
of his life 
today. Calvin 
received Jesus 
Christ as his 
Savior early in 
his life and was 
baptized at 

Warrenton Baptist Church, in Warrenton, NC. He was 
a Cub Scout and Boy Scout under the leadership of Mr. 
W. E. Exum, a great community leader in that day and 
time. During that time, many valuable life skills were 
developed in Calvin’s life. He attended J. R. Hawkins 
Elementary and High School, where he played Junior 
and Senior Varsity Basketball. He also drove a school 
bus. During his last year of high school, Calvin 
attended John Graham High School, where he 
graduated. Calvin later moved to Raleigh, NC, in the 
early 70’s where he made a renewed commitment to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. During this time, he started a 38-
year career with Southern Bell, which is now AT&T. 
On the job training with Southern Bell took him to 
various states, which allowed him to keep up with 
rapidly changing technology and products. God 
blessed him to retire after 38 years of service. Calvin is 
married to the former Dorothy M. Ferguson and they 
have four adult children: Miriam M. Baker 
(Cleveland), Minister Ashley M. Davis (Shawan), 
Calvin A. Davis (Shawanda), and Gary Davis (Toni 
Winkley, Fiancé). He is the proud grandfather of eight 
grandchildren and great grandfather of three. Calvin 
and his wife Dorothy, have been members of Oak City 
Baptist Church for the past 15 years. He is presently a 
co-chair of the Men’s Ministry, a member of the Male 

~ Congratulations Oak City Baptist Church Newest Deacons ~ 

Chorus, Trustee Ministry, where he served as Vice 
Chair, Bereavement Ministry, and is a former member 
of the Membership Committee. Calvin has also worked 
in the Sunday School Ministry and anywhere else 
where God has directed him. He gets joy from serving 
others and letting the Lord use him. 
 
Deacon Mosengo Jose Ndombe, Sr., the son of Mr. 

Mosete Joseph 
Illunga and 
Mrs. Monka 
Marry 
Akamboge, was 
born in 
Mongobele of 
the Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo. He was 
reared in Nioki 
and received his 
elementary and 
secondary 
education there. 
He later 
traveled to 
Kinshasa and 
received his 
high school 

diploma. On February 22, 1990, he traveled to North 
Carolina. Jose Sr. later attended Wake Technical 
Community College and learned English as a second 
language. In 1992, he attended Saint Augustine's 
College. In March 1995, Jose Sr. and Jacqueline joined 
Oak City Baptist Church. Later that same year, on 
September 3rdJose Sr. united with Jacqueline 
Winstead in holy matrimony. They are now the proud 
parents of three children: Jose Jr., Patricia, and 
Michael. In July 2007, Jose Sr. graduated from Wake· 
Technical Community College with an Associate in 
Applied Science degree in Criminal Justice 
Technology. He is now employed at Walmart. From 
March 2007 to October 2009, he was a Loss 
Prevention Officer and now works in the Electronics 
Department. Since joining Oak City Baptist Church, he 
has served in the Mass Choir, the Trustees Ministry, 
the Usher Ministry, and the Prayer Ministry. “Pray that 
God uses me to serve Him first and then to serve my 
fellow man.” 

Deacon Ordination was held Sunday, February 19, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Presiding. 
We present below Deacon Calvin Leon Davis and Deacon Mosengo Jose Ndombe, Sr. 



OCBC’S Usher Ministry is being blessed with 
the addition of new team members willing to 
serve God and the church family.  Welcome 
recent additions to the ministry: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benedict Kamenga 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brian Keith, Jr. 

 

~  The Usher’s Corner ~   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryson Keith 
 

These individuals join the OCBC Usher Ministry 
representing approximately 300 years of ushering 
experience.  Current team members continue to 
serve because they enjoy being God’s servant, 
providing assistance to the pastor and 
congregants, being an integral part of a positive 
worship experience, developing leadership skills, 
and working as a team. 
 
Opportunities still exist for others to join with us.  
Oak City’s ushers are serious about their level of 
service, and personify the three key duties of 
every church usher: 
 

Introduce 
Forerun 
Protect the door (doorkeeper) 

 
 
 

Usher Humor 
“Peace starts with a kind word and smile”.  
1 One-Liners 

Usher Ministry on the Move 



For the past twenty-two 
years, the American Cancer 
Society's Relay For Life 
events have been included 
in the church’s outreach 
efforts.  Once again, 
members of the OCBC 
Striders are preparing to 
stand in the gap, and log a 
number of steps in support 
of individuals battling this 
terrible disease, and 
honoring those that are no 

longer with us. 
 
We have all been touched by cancer. A number of 
bright lights within our biological and church 
families, friends, and work associates have been cut 
short by a dreaded cancer diagnosis. When asked 
why do you support Relay year-after year, several 
Striders noted that walking around a track, and 
financially supporting Relay, is a small act to show 
support for those suffering with the disease.  
Wouldn’t it be great to never 
hear the words spoken “you 
have cancer”?  Let us protect 
our own lives by adhering to 
the recommended medical 
screenings, cutting excess fat 
from our diet, increasing our 
level of exercise and eating 
more fruits and vegetables.  
 
Progress is being made; however, there is still so 
much left to research and uncover. By taking part in 
Relay, Striders are helping the American Cancer 
Society as volunteers willing to canvas for funding to 
support ACS's mission to eradicate cancer by: 
 

Research 

Providing educational opportunities 

Making available various patient services to 
support a better quality of life following 
a cancer diagnosis 

Fighting for legislation to ensure certain 
screenings are recommended and 
covered by medical insurance 

 

~ Relay for Life ~ 

The OCBC Striders are preparing to achieve another 
Relay victory.   During past Raleigh relays, Striders 
continue to work tirelessly; their efforts have been 
recognized as Canvas Leaders within the RRFL 
events.  Know that your support is still needed to 
ensure that the fight to find a cure continues.  
Approximately 97% of every dollar contributed is 
actually used to address a specific cancer need. 
 

Thanks in advance for your support of the 2017 
Raleigh Relay for Life!! Join with the OCBC Striders 
and all the Leesville / Brier Creek / RTP Relay team 
members as we hit “another high note” for funds 
generated to ultimately find a cure for cancer.  The 
Raleigh event will be June 9, 2017, through the 
morning of June 10, 2017.  Striders will be seeking 
new members from The First Aid, Heath & Wellness, 
and Young Adult Ministries. 
 

Let’s Continue To Take Another Step 



Our year began with the homegoing 
memorial service of our beloved 
Clara Murphy on January 14, 2017. 
We will miss her lovely smile and 
easy-going spirit. Her love of God, 
Dan (husband), children and Oak 
City was REAL.  

 
On January 28, 2017, we went to celebrated the 90th 
birthday of Mrs. Vertie McDade . The Twilighters 

joined in with her family, friends and other Oak City 
Baptist members for dinner at North Carolina State 
University Club. Because of God’s saving grace and 
favor, she is our oldest female member. 

 

On February 14, 2017, we 
accepted an invitation to a 
Valentine’s luncheon and 
fellowship with the Cedars (senior 
ministry) of Baptist Grove Church. 
We had a very enjoyable day. 

The OCBC Seniors ministry meets the 1st  and 3rd  
Wednesdays each month from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  Come and join us. 

Upcoming schedule of events: 

Senior Mental Stimulation 
Day (a day of various games) 
March 15, 2017. All seniors 
and friends are invited from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Games will include “Phrase 
10”, scrabbles, uno, chess, 

checkers, sorry and more. Sign up in the 
Administrative Office. 

~ Oak City Senior Ministry in Review ~ 

A bus trip to Narroway Dinner Theater in Fort Mills, 
SC on April 1, 2017, to see "The 4th Cross, an Easter 
play, leaves Oak City at 7:00a.m.  Light breakfast 
will be served on board. 

We will have our group fellowship luncheon on April 
5, 2017. 

We will finish our study on the 
“Kingdom of GOD” as recorded in 
the 4 Gospels during May before our 
summer schedule. 

We, the Seniors Ministry, are thankful to God for His 
continued blessings and to Oak City Baptist Church 
for your support and prayers. 

OCBC Senior Ministry (Twilighters) 2017 On the Move 
By Mary Winston & James Simuel 



Awesome!!       Fun!!       Wonderful!! 

WOW!!       Enjoyable!!       Delicious!!       Do It Again!! 

 
These words and expressions were heard on “Senior Game Day” March 15.  It was a very cold day with 
temperatures around 27 degrees; however, 20 seniors braved the weather and had a great time playing 
games to stimulate their brains. 
 
Everyone had fun, new relationships were forged and the food was delectable. Mary Green's chicken 
soup was umm umm good! 
 
We thank Jason’s Deli for the sandwiches and condiments and OCBC Hospitality participant Deacon 
Richard H. Jones. 
 
Twilighters, be proud of this successful games day! Let’s continue to develop and plan to host a games 
day quarterly.  
 
See the pictures 
 
“All thanks and praise is to our God” 
 
James Simuel- OCBC Twilighters Chairperson 

~ The latest on the Oak City Baptist Church Twilighters ~ 

Senior Game Day 





OAK CITY EVENTS 

04/16 Easter Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m. 

04/18-20 WMBA Spring Institute   6:30 p.m. 

04/21 Praise and Worship Service 7:00 p.m. 

04/24 Shaw Day 11:00 a.m. 

04/28 Youth Revival 7:00 p.m. 

04/29 WMBA Union Session -Springfield BC 9:00 a.m. 

   

05/06 Leadership Training 8:00 a.m. 

05/14 Mother’s Day Program 11:00 a.m. 

05/19 Prayer Vigil 12:00 noon 

05/19 Praise and Worship Service 7:00 p.m. 

05/28 Memorial Day Program 11:00 a.m. 

Communications Committee: 

Alice McCoy  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart 

Presti Bradley  

Barbara Fish 

Glenda D. Sandlin 

Samuel Stewart 

Sherine Vernon 

  

Editors: 

Angela Bailey  

Deacon Richard H. Jones 

 

Instagram 

Michael Ndombe 

  

Facebook 

Xenia Pigford 

Alice McCoy  

  

Oak City Blog and Twitter 

Patricia Ndombe  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart 

Oak City Baptist Church 
726 Method Rd.  

Raleigh, NC  27607 
  

Telephone Number: 
(919) 839-5869 

  
Web Site:  www.oakcitybaptist.org/ 

  
Watch Live Sermons 

oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/ 
  

Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh 

  
Follow our Blog: 

www.oakcitybaptist.blogspot.com  
  

Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/OakCityBaptist 

  
Instagram 

www.instagram.com/oak_city_baptist_church  

Inspirational  
Words of Wisdom 

and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:7 (NKJV) 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be 
called sons of God. 

Matthew 5:9 (NKJV) 

New Members 

July 31, 2016  
Mrs. Arlene Hines  

Mr. Fred Louis Hines  

December 4, 2016  
Ms. Tarecka Jacques Payne  

December 25, 2016  

Ms. Valerie Yvonne Harris  

February 5, 2017  
Ms. Vicki Cheryl Howard  

Vision Statement 
A church that worships God and serves as an instrument for 
changing lives; spiritually birthing and nourishing followers of 
Christ. 
 
 
Mission Statement 
To preach, teach, and model the Word of God and the love of 
Jesus to all. 

Put your talents to work for  
Oak City Baptist Church 

Join the Communications Committee 


