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Are family historians. 

Believe in having fun. 

Cherish family get-togethers. 

Delight in telling stories. 

Encourage big dreams. 

Find ways to stay in touch. 

Give meaning to later life. 

Help any way they can. 

Inspire wonder and mystery. 

Just want what’s best for you. 

Keep family traditions alive. 

Love to take pictures. 

Matter more than words can say. 

Never run out of hugs. 

Open their hearts to you. 

Provide roots and wings. 

Quickly come if needed. 

Remember special occasions. 

Share values and memories. 

Teach things no one else can. 

Unconditionally love you. 

Value spending time together. 

Write and call often. 

Xperience childhood again. 

Yearn for your happiness. 

Zest to make a difference. 
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~From The Pastor~ 
Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr.  

“Dear Pastor Letters” 

Most people, including psychologists, view a sense of humor as a strong 
character strength.  It is considered healthy to be able to laugh at many of 
the issues of life.  Here are a few humorous “Dear Pastor Letters” I read 
recently.  Enjoy! 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 I know God loves everybody, but He never met my sister. 
Yours sincerely, 
Arnold, age 8 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 Please say in your sermon that Willie Goodson has been a good boy all week.  I am Willie Goodson.  
Sincerely, 
Willie, age 9 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 My father should have been a minister.  Every day he gives us a sermon about one thing or another. 
Robert, age 11 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 I’m sorry I can’t leave more money in the plate, but my father didn’t give me a raise in my 
allowance.  Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance? 
Love, 
Patti, age 10 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 My grandma is very religious.  She goes to play bingo at church every week, even if she has a cold. 
Yours truly, 
Annette, age 9 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 I would like to go to heaven someday because I know my brother won’t be there. 
Stephen, age 8 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 I think a lot more people would come to your church if you moved it to 
Disneyland. 
Lori, age 9 
 
Dear Pastor, 
 Please say a prayer for our Little League team.  We need God’s help or a 
new pitcher. 
Thank you, 
Alex, age 10 

Pastor Newkirk 
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Impressions by the First Lady 

Joseph was the son of 
Rachel and Jacob. He 
received preferential 
treatment which angered 
his brothers. Joseph, his 
father's favorite, was 
handsome and a dreamer, 
which boosted his ego/
self-esteem 
tremendously. 
 
One day his entire life 

changed from the comfort and love of his 
home to the unknown. Yet, God had His 
Hand on him with a Divine Purpose. Joseph 
didn’t know why God had chosen this season 
in his life until the very end. It must have 
been frightening for this young man, yet he 
never wavered. 
 
What an encouragement for us as we move 
from season to season in our lives. We must 
allow God to use us through our twists and 
turns, knowing all is working for our good in 
His time. 
 
God’s favor advanced Joseph to a governor 
working out a brilliant strategy that saved 
thousands from starvation. 
 
Our "drought" isn't without purpose either. 

Just trust, be still and 
quiet while finding 
contentment in His 
love.  Believe Him 
because your later years 
will be better than your 
former.  

 
Each of God’s children undertakes a unique 
faith journey of glory and failure; trust and 
doubt; and joy and sorrow. But, God remains 
ever faithful and His mercies endure forever. 
 

God desires to take that which is painful and 
troublesome and make something beautiful, 
happy and pleasant out of it.  
 
Find comfort in the lyrics of one of my favorite 
songs: 

In His Time, In His Time 

He makes all things beautiful in His Time. 

Lord please show me everyday  

As You’re teaching me Your Way 

That You do just what You say  

In Your Time.                     By: Diane Ball 
 
Wishing each of you God's Peace and Favor! 
 
Believe, 

Catherine White Newkirk 

 

Purpose for Your Season 
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"Big Prayer-Big Power, Little Prayer-Little Power,  

No Prayer-No Power"  
by Deacon William Brown 

On Saturday February 4th, Oak City Baptist 
Church held its second annual prayer 
seminar.  The theme scripture was 
Philippians 4:6; Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything, let your requests be made 
known to God. 
 
The presenters were Rev. Prentis Stone and 
Rev. Michael Pope.  Both presenters gave 
us an excellent insight into prayer. 
 
Rev. Stone's topic was titled Praying 
Defensively. 
 
He spoke about how we need 
to have a battle plan for 
prayer.  There are times when 
Satan will attack and we 
need to be ready to respond. 

RESPOND 
(R)esist Satan in Jesus' name. 
(E)scape with scripture. 
(S)earch for unconfessed sin. 
(P)lead the blood of Jesus. 
(O)vertake ground given to Satan. 
(N)ame someone in targeted prayer. 
(D)elight in the Lord.   

Rev. Pope's topic was titled "The Cross of 
Christ In Our Prayer".  
 
The key verse was 1 Peter 2:24.  He himself 
bore our sins in His body on the cross, so 
that we die to sin and live to righteousness.  
Under the headline of his topic was From 
Basic Training to Targeted Strategies. Rev. 
Pope presented the following question: 

 
Why is it that many religious people 
never seem to show much evidence of 
answered prayer in their lives?   

 
This question and those that followed 
centered our focus on having a true 
relationship with God.  A relationship that 
should be evident in our everyday lives. 
 

Both presentations concerning prayer by 
both reverends were outstanding! 
 
We look forward in seeing you all next year 
at Prayer Seminar 2018! 
God bless! 
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Veterans, Military Personnel, their Families and Friends 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 
 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Oak City Baptist Church 
In the Fellowship Hall and outside the church 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!! 

Oak City Baptist Church Veteran Ministry Planning 
by James Simuel  
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What is the Purpose of Grandparents Day? 
By Susan Adcox 

https://www.thespruce.com/purpose-of-grandparents-day-1695673 

Grandparents Day is a day for celebrating the connections between the generations.  
 
The purpose of the holiday, as stated in the preamble to the statute, is "to honor grandparents, to give 
grandparents an opportunity to show love for their children's children, and to help children become aware of 
the strength, information, and guidance older people can offer." 

“God has blessed me with three 
beautiful grandchildren. They are 
my life.” (Mrs. Joyce Robinson)  
 
“My Grandma is very special and 
a good person to other people.  I 
love my grandmother so much. 
She is so giving” (Sean) 
 
“You are the wind beneath my 
Wings” (Alexis) 
 
“I love you grandma” (Matthew) 

To Grandparents who are no longer here 
 

God’s Garden 
Libertie Treenery Semanko 

 
God looked around His garden 
And found an empty place 

He then looked down upon the earth 
And saw your tired face 
 
He put His arms around you 
And lifted you to rest 
God’s garden must be beautiful, 
He always takes the best 
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1) All approved Drivers must have acceptable MVR’s (motor vehicle records) in accordance with 

insurance liability guidelines. 

2) Radius of 15 miles one way and a total of 30 miles round trip for Sunday and other church services. 

This does not include Ministry/Auxiliary travel. 

3) The Transportation Coordinator must be advised who is operating vehicle at all times including drivers 

for non-Sunday functions. 

4) Van will only be used for Sunday services and various ministry travels within the church.  All 

passengers will attend Sunday School and Worship Service.  At this time, we will not accommodate 

multiple runs for those requesting Sunday school only and those requesting 11:00 worship service 

only pickups.  Transportation priorities favor Oak City members 1st and outreach/non-members 2nd. 

5) All requests must reach the Administrative Office no later than 1:00 p.m. on Fridays prior to the 

Sunday service and is on a 1st come 1st serve basis.  Pick-up will be confirmed by a representative of 

Oak City Baptist Church (Administrative Office or Transportation Committee). 

6) All requests for Ministry/Auxiliary Travel must be received in the Administrative Office in a timely 

manner.  The Administrative Office will approve requests based on the availability of Church Van and 

other guidelines. 

7) Age limit for youth passengers not accompanied by an adult is 10 years and older. 

8) No smoking or eating will be allowed on the van.   

9) All passengers are required to wear seatbelts and children/babies must be secured by a car seat/ booster 

seat in accordance with state law.  The church does not provide car seats/booster seats. 

10) No weapons, concealed on unconcealed are allowed on the van. 

11) Accommodations are not available for handicapped persons requiring a chair lift. 

12) These policies are subject to revision and/or expansion as needed. 

Oak City Baptist Church Transportation Policy 
Approved at Church Conference – September 6, 2017  
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Inspirational Words of Wisdom 
 
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with 
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 

Psalm 100:4 (NKJV) 

OAK CITY EVENTS 
 

Oak City Baptist Church 
726 Method Rd.  

Raleigh, NC  27607 
  

Telephone Number: 
(919) 839-5869 

  
Web Site:  www.oakcitybaptist.org/ 

  
Watch Live Sermons 

oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/ 
  

Like us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/

OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh 
  

Follow our Blog: 
www.oakcitybaptist.blogspot.com  

  
Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/OakCityBaptist 
  

Instagram 
www.instagram.com/oak_city_baptist_church  

Put your talents to work for  
Oak City Baptist Church. 
Join the Communications 

Committee 

Communications Committee: 

Alice McCoy  Instagram Oak City Blog and Twitter 

Cheryl Lucas Stewart Michael Ndombe Patricia Ndombe  Cheryl Lucas Stewart 

Presti Bradley     

Barbara Fish Facebook Editors: 

Glenda D. Sandlin Xenia Pigford Angela Bailey  Deacon Richard H. Jones 

Samuel Stewart Alice McCoy    

Sherine Vernon  Photographers 

  Presti Bradley  Rodney Melvin 

New Members 
July 2, 2017 

Ms. Tasha Alexanderia Hughes  

 
July 30, 2017  

Mr. Justin LaWayne Smith 

DATE EVENT TIME 

September 20-22 Oak City Annual Revival 6:45 p.m. 
   

October 7 Leadership Training 8:00 a.m. 

October 8 Deacons’, Deaconesses’ & Trustee’s Day 11:00 a.m. 

October 20 Praise and Worship Service 7:00 p.m. 

October 22 Oak City Homecoming  11:00 a.m. 

October 28 WMBA Union Session – Springfield BC 9:00 a.m. 
   

November 17 Praise and Worship Service 7:00 p.m. 

November 21 Pre-Thanksgiving Service - Oak City Host 7:00 p.m. 
   

December 2 Church Conference 6:00 p.m. 

December 8 OCBC Annual Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

December 10 OCBC Annual Christmas Program 3:00 p.m. 

December 15 Praise and Worship Service 7:00 p.m. 

December 31 Watch Night Service 10:00 p.m. 

Vision Statement 
A church that worships God and serves as an instrument for changing lives; 
spiritually birthing and nourishing followers of Christ. 
 

Mission Statement 
To Preach, Teach, and Demonstrate the Word of God and the Love of Jesus to 
all. 


