
In this issue: 

Oak City News 
September 2018 – Volume 14 –  Issue 3 

Oak City Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr. - Pastor  

• From the Pastor's Desk 2 

• Impressions by the First Lady 3 

• I Love Being A Grandparent Because…. 4 

• College Drive and Forum  6 

• Oak City Baptist Church Veteran 

Ministry  
7 

• Healthy Cooking and Eating  8 

• Oak City Baptist Church Security 9 

• OCBC Senior Ministry 9 

• God's Love Story 10 

• Oak City Events 12 

A grandparent is the grandest mom or dad, 

Not just because of all the kids they've had; 

They've seen and done and known so many things 

We honor them like preachers, priests and kings. 

 

They tell us of a way of life that's past 

When the world wasn't moving quite so fast. 

When the family sat together every day, 

To eat, to laugh, to sing, to talk, to pray. 

 

The road we walk now they have seen before, 

The tears we shed, they shed a whole lot more. 

They understand our feelings, joy or pain. 

They know the path; they've walked the dusty lane. 

 

What can we do to honor these dear Grands? 

We have no gift to place in weathered hands, 

To adequately show how much we care. 

Or prove to them how great the love we share. 

 

Yet there is something awesome we can do 

To show beyond a doubt our love is true. 

If what they've taught is seen in how we live, 

This is the best gift we could ever give.  

Happy Grandparents Day! 

- Unknown Author 



FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 

Serving God in Difficult Situations 
Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr.  

 Were there ever twelve more different 
people than Jesus' twelve disciples?  Look at the 
extreme contrasts in their personality and 
behavior.  They provide an interesting lesson for 
us all. 

  

Peter and John were different.  Peter was 
impulsive and quick to speak.  Some view John as 
quiet and prayerful because he was the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.  Yet in reality, John had a 
fiery, vindictive temper (see Luke 9:54).  He and 
James disturbed and disappointed the other ten 
Apostles when they requested the best and highest 
positions in the kingdom. 

  

Nathaniel and Thomas present some 
differences.  Nathaniel had little difficulty in 
believing (see John 1:45-49).  Thomas, wrongly 
called "Doubting Thomas," asked for more 
evidence (see John 20:25-28). 

  

Few were more different than Matthew 
and Simon the Zealot.  Matthew had been a 
despised tax collector, working for the Romans.  
Simon belonged to the Zealots, a group that were 
pledged to overthrow the Roman government and 
all who worked for them.  In fact, Zealots pledged 
to kill every tax collector possible.  If Simon had 
met Matthew anywhere but in Jesus' presence, he 
would probably have stuck a knife or sword in 
him. 

  

What a difference in these followers of 
Christ!  They were mixed with six others with 
equally distinct personalities.  Not one was perfect, 
so each brought to the group their own set of 
problems and difficulties.  Put all twelve together 
and immediately they are suspicious and jealous of 
one another. 

  

Out of these men, Jesus molded and 
formed a group that fully committed themselves to 

Pastor Newkirk 

His command and leadership.  He commanded 
them to go to the whole world and preach the 
gospel.  His one promise was that He would be with 
them wherever they went (see Matthew 28:18-20). 

  

If Jesus can provide unity and purpose to 
such a diverse group of initial followers He had, 
then surely there is hope for us.  If He could make 
Jews and Gentiles one new body in Him, cannot He 
do the same for us?  Disagreements and 
misunderstandings among brothers and sisters 
should not discourage us.  It should only remind us 
that we are human, and we are different.  Let us 
vow to give God our best, even as we serve 
sometimes in difficult situations.  Jesus provided 
unity and purpose for His disciples in the past, and 
He can still do it now! 

  

 For your reflection! 
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IMPRESSIONS BY THE FIRST LADY 

Do You Want To Fast This Lent? 
In the words of Pope Francis 
Catherine White Newkirk 

We normally think of fasting during the forty days 
leading up to Easter.  There are numerous 
examples of individuals fasting in the Bible, even 
Jesus.  (Proverbs 12:18) - There is one who speaks 
like the piercings of a sword; (James 1:19) - So 
then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; and 
(Ephesians 4:29) - Let no corrupt word proceed 
out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 
edification, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers. (Taken from the New King James 
Version)  But the tongue of the wise promotes 
health. Fasting is the willing abstinence or 
reduction from some or all food, drink or both.  
After reading the fast listed below, I knew I had 
areas needing improvement.  So, I invite you, my 
brothers and sisters in Christ, to join me as I 
embark on my journey to improve my Christian 
Walk. 

 
Ready, Set, Action! 
 

• Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 

• Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 

• Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 

• Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

• Fast from worries and have trust in God. 

• Fast from complaints and contemplate 
simplicity. 

• Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 

• Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with 
joy. 

• Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to 
others. 

• Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 

• Fast from words and be silent so you can 
listen. 

 
Suggestions for a daily spiritual fast. 
Adapted from the words of Pope Frances 
 
Because of the Cross, 
Believe 
Lady “K” 
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I Love Being A Grandparent Because...... 
Communications Committee 

In honor of Grandparents Day (Sunday, September 9, 2018), the Communications Committee asked Oak City’s 
grandparents to respond to “I love being a grandparent because......”.  Below are their responses.  If we missed 
anyone, please forgive us.  We honor, love and appreciate each of you! 

The connection is unique and meaningful. The 
relationship is different from that of parent and child. 
Watching the growth of my family is special; those 
genes being passed down through the generations. 
"And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.1 Corinthians 13:13 (NKJV) 
Mrs. Sheilah Sams 
 
We love being grandparents because she is our 
second generation. She is a polite and brilliant young 
lady. We love her very much.  We enjoy talking every 
night and catching up on each other's day. Always 
ending our conversations with I Love You.  We are 
especially grateful for the times we spend together. 
We Thank God for her!  She is the Apple of our eyes.  
We are so proud of her and find it a joy and privilege 
being her grandparents. 
Mr. Franklin and Mrs. Olga Dawkins 
 
I love being a grandmother because the Lord has 
given me the most wonderful granddaughter. She has 
allowed me to love more. It was the best gift my 
children could have given me. Every day I pray for 
her safety and protection. She is smart, funny, loving, 
obedient and kind. Anyone would love to have her in 
their life. That is why I am very proud to be a 
grandmother. 
Mrs. Paulette Plummer Vernon 
 
We love being grandparents because grandchildren 
are gifts from God. We love receiving genuine love, 
hugs and kisses from them. They have brought so 
much happiness into our lives. Teaching them to pray, 
watching them sing, dance and eat nana's cooking 
brings joy to our hearts. We love the wild moments of 
spoiling them, but most of all, at the end of the day, 
they get to go home.  
Loving grandparents 
Rev. Michael and Mrs. Eline Pope 
 
I love being a grandparent because spending time 
with my grandchildren brings me so much joy and 
happiness. I thought I knew what love was, but when 
they called me grandma, I knew then what love really 
was. 
Trustee Joyce Robinson 
 

We love being grandparents because it creates a 
legacy for our family and the blessing of someone 
else so special to love! 
Deacon Art and Deaconess Lin Threatt 
 
We love being grandparents to ten wonderful 
grandchildren because they all have been a great joy 
in our lives. Each one is unique in their own special 
way and point of view. Although they all are located 
in various part of the country, they always remember 
to call or text us to let us know they are thinking 
about us.  
Deacon Linwood and Deaconess Jacquelin Fitts 
 

We love being grandparents, because we know that it 
is a priceless gift from God! 
We have Five awesome grands, and have witnessed 
four of the five mature to adulthood. 
They are, without a doubt, our Pride and Joy! 
Eternally grateful, 
Pastor Newkirk and Lady "K" 
 
So far, I have gotten to purchase a drum set, bongos, 
little box cars, trains, games with small pieces, Lego 
sets, etc. which means all of it goes home with my 
daughter and son in law. I get to teach him songs that 
require him to stand up and scream to the top of his 
voice “Yes Jesus loves me.  My greatest joy came 
when we realized at birth he was a Carolina Panther 
fan; against the better wishes of my son in law.  Being 
a Nana is one of the greatest joys I know. Keep them 
coming……. 
Ms. Glenda D. Sandlin 
 
I love being a grandparent because….. 
I can visit with my grandchildren and I enjoy being 
with them, love them, care for them and support 
them. I pray for them and let them know how good 
God is, and knowing that they will have their own 
home to live in with their parents.  
Mrs. Vertie Ray 
 
I love being a grandparent because….. 
God is Love. My grandchildren love me. What you 
give comes back to you double. I have enjoyed 
watching the growth, I see in them. I prayed for a 
grandchild and God blessed me with four 
Grandchildren. I am very blessed and happy. Thank 
you, God, for allowing me to be a grandmother. 
Ms. Juanita Alston 
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I Love Being A Grandparent Because......Continued 

We love being grandparents because…. 
It gives us another opportunity to love, nurture, direct 
and cherish a child. We know that this may sound 
uncommon, but we like it when our granddaughter 
comes to us expecting us to fix a problem. That opens 
another opportunity for us to direct her to the one who 
can and explain to her that we can’t fix everything, 
but God can. 
Mr. James and Mrs. Janie Jones 
 
I love being a grandparent because…. 
I love to buy pretty clothes for them and I love being 
a grandmother and a great grandmother too. I love it a 
lot. 
Ms. Lucy Jones 
 
I love being a grandparent because…. 
It’s a second opportunity at parenting with a little 
more wisdom, love and a little less stress. I can spoil 
them and send them home. God has been and still is 
so good to me by allowing me the opportunity to be a 
grandparent and I don’t take it lightly. I get to share 
the Jesus in me with some of them. I show and tell 
them Jesus is Love.  
Mrs. Sheila Bradley 
 
I love being a grandparent because… 
I love to spoil my granddaughter and I love to do 
things with her. I love her very much. 
Grandma Shirley Dunston 

Bible Verses for Grandparents 

Let these Bible verses for Grandparents encourage you to rejoice in the lives and memories you 
helped create, and let them give you comfort in knowing that no matter our age, God's love and 
guidance for us will not diminish. 
 
2 Timothy 3:14-15 (NKJV) 
But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 
Isaiah 40:28-32 (NKJV) 
Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The everlasting God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints 
nor is weary.  His understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases 
strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall 
renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not 
faint. 
 
Proverbs 17:6 (NKJV) 
Children’s children are the crown of old men, And the glory of children is their father. 
 
Proverbs 16:31 (NKJV) 
The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, If it is found in the way of righteousness. 

I love being a grandparent because…. 
I get to spoil my grandchildren and then send them 
home with their parents. Also, they make me the 
proudest grandfather in the world! 
Pastor William T. Newkirk, Sr. 
 
I love being a grandparent because it allows you to 
share your heart with an unbiased love, opening doors 
to the future of knowledge for future generations.  It 
allows one to see with wisdom the growth of a 
newborn addition to an expanding family.  To see the 
beauty of God's word and work and know that He is 
God. 
Ms. Lateshia McNair 
 
I love being a grandparent because…. 
God has gifted me with beautiful grandchildren that I 
can help train them up in the way of the Lord.  The 
unconditional love of my grandchildren helps me to 
stay grounded, humble and supportive to my family. 
Rev. Dr. Jean D. Brown 
 
We love being grandparents because of the unique 
connection and unconditional love between 
grandparents and grandchildren. 
Mr. George and Mrs. Deborah Burch 
 
I love being a grandparent because…. 
Grandchildren bring such love and joy into our lives.  
Mason and Lincoln hold the keys to Mimi's heart.  
Ms. Brenda Pearsall 
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Young Adults Ministry 
Whitney Battle-Royal 

College Drive and Forum  

 Sunday, June 24th to Sunday, August 5th, 
the Young Adults Ministry collected donations in 
preparation for its (now) annual College Forum.  
This event is designed for the youngest of the 
young adults in our church who are preparing for 
their secondary stage of education and is given a 
space to discuss their thoughts and feelings about 
college. The College Drive is an important aspect 
which allows Oak City to participate in the display 
of love and support for these students who 
possibly were considering walking away from the 
church as a whole.  
 
 Unlike previous years, the drive was 
intended to provide school supplies and personal 
products for all undergraduate level students of 
Oak City, whereas the last edition was only for 
those entering their first year. In total, eleven 
students received gifts from their loving church. 
The gifts came in the form of a basket filled with 
enough school supplies and various materials to 
last for at least the semester. Students received 
paper, journals, a desk lamp, cleaning supplies, 
lotions and/or deodorants, and other materials in 
great quantity and quality.  

 Following the conclusion of the College 
Drive, the College Forum was held on Thursday, 
August 9th, at 7 pm. This event featured a pleasant 
meal; activities to keep interest high; a discussion 
forum; a survey of the event’s quality and utility. 
The young adults present provided great feedback 
with specific activities in which they would like 
the Young Adult Ministry to consider for future 
endeavors such as different social gatherings to 
secure ministry opportunities for young adults 
throughout the church.  

 
 
The Ministry is excited about the future for the 
young adults at Oak City!  Our goal is to remain 
visible and worship within the church as well as 
outside of the church.  If any young adults are 
interested in participating with this powerful and 
anointed ministry, please contact the Chair and Co
-Chair of the Young Adults Ministry: Sister 
Taronda Lemon and Sister Whitney Battle-Royal. 
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Oak City Baptist Church Veteran Ministry  
James Simuel  

Oak City Baptist Church Veteran Ministry Annual Veteran Day event will be held Saturday, November 10, 
2018, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  This year’s theme: No surrender and No retreat from Veterans mental 
health issues: Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Military Sexual Trauma (MST) and Traumatic Brain 
Injuries (TBI).  All Veterans, family members and caretakers are welcome.  If you would like to participate, 
please contact James Simuel at simu2006@frontier.com or phone number (919) 247-6888.  Thanks once 
again for your support. Blessings, 
 
Very important help available for veterans and spouses seeking Veteran Benefits. See details in the attached 
letter or contact James Simuel or members of Veteran Ministry. 
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Healthy Cooking and Eating  
Health and Wellness Ministry  
Article from 2015 Health Magazine  
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Oak City Baptist Church Security 

The Security Working Team 
Daniel H. Moore, Team Leader 

Over the past several months, the Security Working Team has been 
busy making plans to increase security at our Church in light of the 
changing societal environment.  We have highlighted two specific 
areas in church videos; however, we wanted to take this opportunity 
to share some reminders. 
 
“If you see something, say something”.  We encourage all members to alert a Deacon or Trustee if you see something 
out of the norm, no matter how small or insignificant you may think the issue may be. 
 
Fire Drills. We are preparing for facility evacuations by conducting fire drills.  Here are some Do’s and Don’ts: 

 
 
We will continue to provide awareness alerts regarding church security through various media.  

Do Don’t 

 Keep Calm 

 Follow directions of Ushers and Fire 
Marshals 

 Move swiftly 

 Keep as quiet as possible 

 Wait for an “all clear” from authorities 

 Help others that might be in your evacuation 
path (Fire Marshals will assist wheel chair 
and walker bound individuals) 

  

 Panic 

 Assume you know where danger is 

 Run 

 Hollar; whistle 

 Re-enter facilities until cleared 

 Leave designated safe area 

 Move in the opposite direction of 
evacuation to find others 

 Stop evacuating to live stream or use cell 
phones 
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OCBC Senior Ministry 

“Twilighters” 
We are back from summer break on September 05, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. 

All seniors and retirees are WELCOME 

Bring your ideas, comments and positive energy to this planning session 

Your Senior Ministry 

James Simuel 



God's Love Story 
[Anonymous] 

One day, I woke early in the morning to watch the 
sunrise. Ah, the beauty of God's creation is beyond 
description. As I watched, I praised God for His 
beautiful work. As I sat there, I felt the Lord's 
presence with me. 
 
He asked me, "Do you love me?" 
 
I answered, "Of course, God! You are my Lord and 
Saviour!" 
 
Then He asked, "If you were physically 
handicapped, would you still love me?" 
 
I was perplexed. I looked down upon my arms, legs 
and the rest of my body and wondered how many 
things I wouldn't be able to do -- the things that I took 
for granted? 
 
And I answered, "It would be tough Lord, but I would 
still love You." 
 
Then the Lord said, "If you were blind, would you 
still love my creation?" How could I love something 
without being able to see it? Then I thought of all the 
blind people in the world and how many of them still 
loved God and His creation. 
 
So I answered, "It’s hard to think of it, but I would 
still love you." 
 
The Lord then asked me, "If you were deaf, would 
you still listen to my word?" How could I listen to 
anything being deaf? 
 
Then I understood. Listening to God's Word is not 
merely using our ears, but our hearts. 
 
I answered, "It would be tough, but I would still listen 
to Your word." 
 
The Lord then asked, "If you were mute, would you 
still praise My Name?" 
 
How could I praise without a voice? Then it occurred 
to me: God wants us to sing from our very heart and 
soul. It never matters what we sound like. And 
praising God is not always with a song, but when we 
are persecuted, we give God praise with our words of 
thanks. 

 
So I answered, "Though I could not physically sing, I 
would still praise Your Name." 
 
And the Lord asked, "Do you really love Me?" 
 
With courage and a strong conviction, I answered 
boldly, "Yes Lord! I love You because You are the 
one and true God!" 
 
I thought I had answered well, but God asked, 
"THEN WHY DO YOU SIN?" 
 
I answered, "Because I am only human. I am not 
perfect." 
 
"THEN WHY IN TIMES OF PEACE DO YOU 
STRAY THE FURTHEST? WHY ONLY IN TIMES 
OF TROUBLE DO YOU PRAY IN EARNEST?" 
 
{ No answers -- only tears. } 
 
The Lord continued: "Why only sing at fellowships 
and retreats? Why seek Me only in times of 
worship? Why ask things so selfishly? Why ask 
things so unfaithfully?" 
 
The tears continued to roll down my cheeks. 
 
"Why are you ashamed of Me? Why are you not 
spreading the good news? Why in times of 
persecution, you cry to others when I offer My 
shoulder to cry on? Why make excuses when I give 
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God's Love Story Continued 

you opportunities to serve in My Name?" 
 
I tried to answer, but there was no answer to give. 
 
"You are blessed with life. I made you not to throw 
this gift away. I have blessed you with talents to 
serve Me, but you continue to turn away. I have 
revealed My Word to you, but you do not gain in 
knowledge. I have spoken to you but your ears were 
closed. I have shown My blessings to you, but your 
eyes were turned away. I have sent you servants, but 
you sat idly by as they were pushed away. I have 
heard your prayers and I have answered them all." 
 
DO YOU TRULY LOVE ME ?" 
 
I could not answer. How could I? I was embarrassed 
beyond belief. I had no excuse. What could I say to 
this? My heart had cried out and the tears had flowed, 
I said, Please forgive me Lord. I am unworthy to be 
Your child." 
 
The Lord answered, " That is My Grace, My child." 
 
I asked, " Then why do you continue to forgive me? 
Why do You love me so?" 

 
The Lord answered, "Because you are My creation. 
You are my child. I will never abandon you. When 
you cry, I will have compassion and cry with you. 
When you shout with joy, I will laugh with you. 
When you are down, I will encourage you. When 
you fall, I will raise you up. When you are tired, I 
will carry you. I will be with you till the end of days, 
and I will love you forever." 
 
Never had I cried so hard before. How could I have 
been so cold? How could I have hurt God as I had 
done? 
 
I asked God, "How much do You love me?" 
 
The Lord stretched out His arms, and I saw His nail-
pierced hands. I bowed down at the feet of Christ, my 
Saviour. And for the first time, I truly prayed. 
 
 
Addendum -- Hebrews 13:5 (GNB) "Keep your lives 
free from the love of money, and be satisfied with 
what you have. For God has said, 'I will never leave 
you; I will never abandon you'."  

Never forget that God is 

Good even when life is not. 

God never promised you an 

Easy ride through life.  Only 

That He will be with you 

Every step of the way. 
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Oak City Events 

Welcome New Members 

Oak City Baptist Church  
726 Method Rd.   

Raleigh, NC  27607    
Telephone Number: (919) 839-5869   

 
Web Site 

www.oakcitybaptist.org/  
 

Watch Live Sermons  
oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/    

 
Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/ OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh    
 

Follow our Blog 
www.oakcitybaptist.blogspot.com     

 
Follow us on Twitter  

www.twitter.com/OakCityBaptist   
 

Instagram  
www.instagram.com/oak_city_baptist_church  

Communications Committee:  
Alice McCoy  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart  
Presti Bradley  
Barbara Fish  

Glenda D. Sandlin  
Samuel Stewart  
Sherine Vernon  

Rev. Charlotte Dover 
 

Instagram 
Michael Ndombe 

 Facebook 
Xenia Pigford  
Alice McCoy  

 
Oak City Blog and Twitter  

Cheryl Lucas Stewart  
 

Editors:  
Angela Bailey   

Deacon Richard H. Jones  
Rev. Charlotte Dover 

Photographers    
Presti Bradley   

Rodney Melvin  

Inspirational Words of Wisdom 
 
Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, 
younger women as sisters, with all purity.  

1 Timothy 5:1-2 (NKJV) 
 
But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: that the older men be sober, reverent, 
temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience; the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, 
not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things 

Titus 2:2-3 (NKJV) 

Sunday, April 8, 2018  
Ms. Phyllis Kay Silver  

 
Sunday, July 1, 2018  

Mr. Marcus Coley Keith  

 
August 17, 2018  

Mrs. Mokango Janet Beluebekledgje  
 

 
August 19, 2018  

Ms. LaTanya Ann Clark  

09/09 Missionary Anniversary 11:00 a.m. 

09/18-20 Church Revival 7:00 p.m. 

09/21 Praise and Worship 7:00 p.m. 

09/22 BTW Work Shop 10:00 a.m. 

09/29 WMBA Union in Session  
   

10/14 Deacon and Deaconess Anniversary 11:00 a.m. 

10/19 Praise and Worship 7:00 p.m. 

10/28 Home Coming 11:00 a.m. 

10/29-31 GBSC in Session 12:00 a.m. 
   

11/16 Praise and Worship 7:00 a.m. 

11/20 Pre-Thanksgiving Service 7:00 p.m. 
   

12/07 Church Conference 6:00 p.m. 

12/09 Christmas Program 3:00 p.m. 

12/14 Christmas Banquet 7:00 p.m. 

12/21 Praise and Worship 7:00 p.m. 

12/29 WMBA Union in Session 9:00 a.m. 

12/30 Watch Night Service  10:00 p.m. 


