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The Legend of the
Candy Cane

Author Unknown

Look at the candy cane.
What do you see?
Stripes that are red like
the blood shed for me.
White is for my Savior
who’s sinless and pure.
“J” is for Jesus, my Lord,
that’s for sure!
Turn it around and a staff
you will see.
Jesus, my shepherd, was
born for me.
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From The Pastor’s Desk
Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr.

“SIGNS OF THE TIMES”
The most exciting time of the year is
upon us. There’s nothing quite like
Christmas, followed by the
anticipation of a Happy and
prosperous New Year. A brand New
Year offers us the opportunity to
reflect upon our past, our present and
our future.
In reflecting upon the times in
which we live, I’d like to share with
you an interesting article that should
give all of us pause! Reflect on the
following:
The paradox of our time in
history is that we have taller
buildings, but shorter tempers; wider
freeways, but narrower viewpoints;
we spend more, but we have less; we
buy more, and we enjoy it less. We
have bigger houses, but smaller
families; more conveniences, but
less time. We have more degrees,
but less sense; more knowledge, but
less judgment. We have more
experts, and also more problems;
more medicine, but less wellness.
We have multiplied our
possessions, but reduced our values.
We talk too much, love too little,
and hate too often. We’ve learned
how to make a living, but not a life;
we’ve added years to life, but not
life to years. We’ve been all the way
to the moon and back, but have
trouble crossing the street to meet a
new neighbor. We’ve conquered
outer space, but not inner peace;
we’ve cleaned up the air, but
polluted our soul; we’ve split the

atom, but not our prejudice.

We have higher incomes, but lower
morals; we’ve become long on quantity,
but short on quality. These are the times
of world peace, but we have domestic
warfare. We have more toys, but less
fun. We have more kinds of food, but
less nutrition. These are the days of two
incomes, but more divorce. We have
fancier houses, but more broken homes.
Reflect! Reflect! Reflect!
What we need for the New Year
my fellow believers, is more of God, and
less of everything else. Happy Holidays
and blessings to each of you!
Pastor Newkirk

Volume 17 Issue 4

Page 3

Impressions by the First Lady
Catherine White Newkirk

God Chose You
Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin!
God picks you from the patch and brings you in.
(John 15:16)
He opens you up and scoops out all the yucky stuff.
He removes the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.
(Romans 6:6)
Then He carves you a new smiling face.
(Psalm 71:23)
And He puts His light inside you to shine for all
the world to see.
(Matthew 5:16)
We didn’t choose God, but He chose and appointed us so we might go and bear fruit. Please glean through a
few scriptures that give more reasons why we were chosen.
Ephesians 1:4 “He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight”.
1 Peter 2:9 “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, God’s special possession, that you may declare
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light”.
It is undeniable that God has chosen those who are believers in Jesus. But why? He chose us out of His Love/
Mercy and for His Glory. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the marvelous things He has
planned for us long ago, (Ephesians 2:10).
Pressing on by His Grace,
Lady K
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OCBC Twilighters
James Simuel

Reflections
Reflecting on year 2021, I give thanks
and all praise to our Lord and Savior
Jesus the Christ. He has Blessed us with
His love, supplied our needs, provided
comfort, care and protection during this
most challenging pandemic period.
We have maintained our
Noon Day Bible study
every Wednesday. This
strengthens our support for
each other as we continue to
grow spiritually.

Seniors (60+ or retired) have a social and
spiritual friend with the Twilighters. For
more information, view the Oak City
Baptist Church App, contact a member or
James Simuel 919-247-6888.
May God’s peace continue to comfort all.

OCBC Veteran Ministry
James Simuel

"No Surrender, No Retreat"
We are still available to provide information
and connect veterans and dependents with
resources to help with the Veteran
Administration benefits process.
Do you have questions about??
PTSD - TBI - Agent Orange VA Comp & Pen - Aid & Atten.
And much, much more......
Although we have not formally met since late
2019, you still can contact Oak City Baptist
Veteran Ministry via the church office
919.839.5867 or James Simuel 919.247.6888.

It is our hope to be available for in person or
facilitating a discussion groups in 2022; where you
can ask questions and hear about VA entitlements
you may be eligible.
"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not
on your own understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge HIM, and HE shall direct your
paths." Proverbs 3:5-6
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Bible Distribution Outreach Project
L'Tanya Fish

community centers, shelters, and missionary
families. As the ministry grew, CLI shifted
its focus to working with chaplains in
correctional facilities to reach inmates with
God’s Word.

Christian Library International, now
CLI Prison Alliance, was founded in
1996 by Kathleen Skaar. She served as
the Executive Director until her
retirement after twenty-five years of
leadership. CLI began with a focus on
providing free Christian books to

On Friday, November 19, fifteen members
of Oak City Baptist Church participated in
an outreach project at CLI Prison Alliance
for two hours. CLI Prison Alliance received
80,000 donated Bibles from Charles Stanley
Ministry out of Atlanta, Georgia. OCBC
members were asked to stamp the Bibles
with the address for CLI Prison Alliance to
give inmates an opportunity to communicate
with someone about God. Leading inmates
to Christ is one of CLI’s greatest passions.
They have written a free Bible study called
“Who is God?” that invites prisoners to
begin a relationship with Christ and get
connected with their discipleship program.
Thank you to OCBC members and
Superintendent Vernon for organizing this
outreach project that will impact the lives of
many inmates in North Carolina and across
the country.
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5 Steps to Feeding Your Spirit for the Holiday and New Year
The Discipleship Ministry

all the saints.” Ephesians 6: 18 – “Pray until you
can pray; pray to be helped to pray and do not give
up praying because you cannot pray. For…when
you think you cannot pray this is when you are
praying.” Charles Spurgeon

As we approach the holiday seasons, let us
remember to give “Thanks” to God for His
grace and mercy and for allowing Jesus Christ
our Lord and Savior to come in the form of a
baby to take away the sins of this world.
And let us approach the New Year with a
grateful heart and mind as we feed our spirit.
Focus on these verses and ask God to show
you how you can apply each step to your life
as you grow as His Disciple.
Step #1 – Read the Bible and Study: Being
Rooted is God’s Truth
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on
my path.” Psalm 119: 105 – God’s word
impacts people’s lives by hearing, reading,
studying, memorizing, meditating, and
praying.

Step #2 – Prayer: Community with God
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for

Step#3 – Giving: Understanding Generosity and
Stewardship
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously
will also reap generously. Each of you should give
what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7
Step#4 – Service: Laying Down Your Life for
Others
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4: 10
Step#5 – Missions: Embracing God’s Heart for the
World
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” Acts 1: 8
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How to Cope with Grief During the Holidays
By Dr. Tali Berliner
The Bereavement Ministry

Set Boundaries with Holiday Events
You can participate
and not participate in
whatever feels right
for you. While there
may be pressure to
attend a holiday
party, family
gathering, holiday
show—remember to
check in with your
wants and needs to
identify your
readiness.
It may be helpful to commit to something that
sounds fun while reminding yourself that you
don’t have to stay the entire time. It is also
okay to opt-out of certain things altogether.
Finding a balance between engaging and not
pushing yourself is important.

Tune Into Your Grief Emotions
As mentioned above, grief does not take a back
seat during the holidays and can often be
magnified. It’s important to acknowledge your
feelings and not avoid them.
You may experience both negative and positive
feelings during the holidays while grieving and
that is OK. Be kind to yourself and remember
that all feelings can coexist. For example, I can
miss that person and enjoy the holiday at the
same time.
Plan Ahead to Fill Empty Holiday Roles
Loss often means that certain roles will need to
be filled. It is important to think ahead
(especially with children) to consider who will
fill those vacated roles (e.g., Dad always cut
the turkey, or Mom liked singing hymns before
going to bed). Planning can avoid unnecessary
moments of grief and can help make the
experiences more fluid and enjoyable.
Honor Old Traditions & Honor Memories
It can be helpful to continue with old traditions
that existed to honor and celebrate the
individuals who are no longer here. This is a
helpful way to keep their memory present.

Create New Traditions
Creating new traditions can be healing for
individuals who are grieving. Making new
memories does not erase old memories.
Remember, your loved one will want you to enjoy
the holidays. Acknowledge, validate, and then
challenge any feelings of guilt that may arise in the
process.
Identify Grief Coping Skills
Prior to the holiday season beginning, consider
creating a list of go-to coping skills to use whether
you are at home or at a social function. It will be
handy when the grief hits you unexpectedly. Some
examples of coping skills are deep breathing,
taking a walk, journaling, listening to music,
practicing yoga, and saying positive affirmations.
Volunteer/Do Something Charitable
Helping others helps alleviate your sadness while
bringing joy into someone else’s life who needs it.
This is always a good idea.
Ask For Help When Struggling with Grief
It is important to seek support from friends,
family, coworkers, and professionals if needed.
Whether you have lost someone close to you or
not, the holidays can bring up many complicated
feelings.
Conclusion
The holiday season is not always as merry as we
want it to be. It is normal to feel apprehensive
about it and you are not alone in feeling that way.
Please remember that there is no right or wrong
way to approach the holiday season following the
loss of a loved one. If you experience happiness,
allow it to enter into your grief space and be
present with the people around you. Be kind to
yourself and try to take it one holiday party and
one feeling at a time. Happy Holidays.
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Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk
Saturday, October 23, 2021

Thank you again…….
For the Love, support, and donations throughout our fund raising for
Breast Cancer Awareness 2021
We couldn’t have reached the goal of $6,000
without you!
We look forward to you partnering with us
again next year!
Count your smiles, instead of your tears;
Count your courage, instead of your fears.
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Missionaries at Work!

Pictured above:
Verdie Ray, Chairperson
Phyllis Clark, Hazel Kearney, Mary Alston, Pam Dumas, Margaret Greene, Sheila Bradley and
Cameron Clark
On Tuesday, November 23, 2021, the OCBC Missionaries and friends volunteered with Meals On
Wheels to assist in delivering two daily meals and an additional Thanksgiving meal to senior and
disabled individuals. It was a very rewarding experience for those of us who participated in this
project!
Become a Volunteer
Meals on Wheels of Wake County needs volunteers weekly, and we invite you to join us in making
sure that our beloved seniors and disabled persons in this program receive their much-needed meals.
Volunteers often are the only outreach that these recipients have, and it brings a smile to their face
when a caring, friendly person knocks on their door with food! Volunteers are urgently needed.
You may go to the Meals on Wheels of Wake County website for more information and to sign up or
contact Sister Verdie Ray.

“It’s a Blessing to be a Blessing”
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The True Meaning of Christmas
Brian K. Walters

In today's day and time,
It's easy to lose sight,
Of the true meaning of Christmas
And one special night.
When we go shopping,
We say, "How much will it cost?"
Then the true meaning of Christmas,
Somehow becomes lost.
Amidst the tinsel, glitter
And ribbons of gold,
We forget about the child,
Born on a night so cold.
The children look for Santa
In his big, red sleigh
Never thinking of the child
Whose bed was made of hay.
In reality,
When we look into the night sky,
We don't see a sleigh
But a star, burning bright and high.
A faithful reminder,
Of that night so long ago,
And of the child we call Jesus,
Whose love the world would know.
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Time for a Little Laughter
The Preacher and the Song Leader
There was a church where the preacher and the
song leader were not getting along. This began to
spill over into the worship service. One week the
preacher preached on commitment, and how we
should dedicate ourselves to service. The song
leader then led the song, I Shall Not Be Moved.
The next Sunday, the preacher preached on
giving and how we should gladly give to the
work of the Lord. The leader then led the song,
Jesus Paid It All.

Woman With Strong Faith
An elderly lady was well-known for her faith and
for her boldness in talking about it. She would
stand on her front porch and shout “PRAISE THE
LORD!”

The next Sunday, the preacher preached on
gossiping and how we should watch our tongues.
The song leader then led the song, I Love To Tell
The Story.

Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so
angry at her proclamations he would shout, “There
ain’t no Lord!!”

The preacher became very disgusted over the
situation, and the next Sunday he told the
congregation he was considering resigning. The
song leader then led the song, Oh, Why Not
Tonight.

Hard times set in on the elderly lady, and she
prayed for GOD to send her some assistance. She
stood on her porch and shouted “PRAISE THE
LORD. GOD I NEED FOOD!! I AM HAVING A
HARD TIME. PLEASE LORD, SEND ME
SOME GROCERIES!!”

As it came to pass, the preacher resigned and the
next week informed the church that it was Jesus
that led him there and it was Jesus that was
taking him away. The song leader then led the
song, What A Friend We Have In Jesus.

Lord Help me
Dear Heavenly Father,
So far, today, I've done all right. I haven't
gossiped or lost my temper. I haven't been
greedy, grumpy, nasty, or self centered. I'm really
happy about that so far. But in a few minutes I'm
going to be getting out of bed and then I'm going
to need a lot of help. Thank you! Amen

The next morning the lady went out on her porch
and noted a large bag of groceries and shouted,
“PRAISE THE LORD.”

The neighbor jumped from behind a bush and said,
“Aha! I told you there was no Lord. I bought those
groceries, God didn’t.”
The lady started jumping up and down and
clapping her hands and said, “PRAISE THE
LORD. He not only sent me groceries, but He
made the devil pay for them. Praise the Lord!”

Lady With Strong Faith Vs. Robber
One night a lady came home from her weekly
prayer meeting, found she was being robbed, and
she shouted out, “Acts 2:38: ‘Repent and be
baptized and your sins will be forgiven.”
The robber quickly gave up and the lady rang the
police. While handcuffing the criminal, a
policeman said, “Gee mate, you gave up pretty
easily. How come you gave up so quickly?” The
robber said, “She said she had an axe and two
38’s!”

Upcoming Events

Oak City Baptist Church
726 Method Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607
Telephone Number: (919) 839-5869
Web Site
www.oakcitybaptist.org/
Watch Live Sermons
oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh

Due to the Pandemic, please check
your emails and listen for
announcements for confirmation or
changes to traditional programs held
during the year 2021/2022.

Communications Committee:
Alice McCoy
Cheryl Lucas Stewart
Presti Bradley
Glenda D. Sandlin
Samuel Stewart
Sherine Vernon
Xenia Pigford

Editors:
Angela Bailey
Richard H. Jones
Photographers
Presti Bradley

Inspirational Words of Wisdom
TAKE TIME TO PRAY

By: IamChristian
I got up early one morning, And rushed right into the day; I had so much to accomplish, I didn’t have time to pray.
Troubles just tumbled about me, And heavier came each task. "Why doesn’t God help me?" I wondered. He
answered, "You didn’t ask."
I tried to come into God’s presence; I used all my keys at the lock. God gently and lovingly chided, "Why, child,
you didn’t knock."
I wanted to see joy and beauty, But the day toiled on gray and bleak. I wondered why God didn’t show me. He
said, "You didn’t seek."
I woke up early this morning, And paused before entering the day. I had so much to accomplish That I had to take
time to pray.

