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From The Pastor’s Desk
Rev. Dr. William T. Newkirk, Sr.

Eight Qualities of Healthy Churches
Christian A. Schwarz, head of the Institute for Church Development in Germany, conducted reportedly the
most comprehensive church-growth study ever, drawn from more than one thousand churches in thirty-two
countries. His study revealed eight qualities in healthy churches.
7. Need-oriented evangelism
1. Empowering leadership
The local congregation focuses on meeting the needs
Leaders of growing churches assist Christian leaders
of Christians and non-Christians in their immediate
in attaining the spiritual potential God has for them.
area with its evangelistic efforts. This “needDelegation is quite common and mistakes are used
oriented” approach is different from some so called
as teachable moments. In order for empowering to
“manipulative programs.”
occur, trust must be established and maintained in all
relationships.
8. Loving relationships
Genuine, unselfish, and practical love has a divinely
2. Gift-oriented ministry
generated magnetic power far more effective than
When Christians serve the Body of Christ in their
evangelistic programs. People do not want to hear
area of giftedness, they generally function less in
us talk about love; they want to experience just how
their own strength and more in the power of the
Christian love really works.
Holy Spirit. Therefore, ordinary people can
accomplish the extraordinary!
There it is Oak City! What can we learn from
this article?
3. Passionate spirituality
The “walk of faith,” by members of the Body of
Christ is not simply “performing one’s duty.” It is
Pastor Newkirk
characterized by a tremendous passion for doing the
work and will of God.
4. Functional structures
Continuous evaluation is done to examine the extent
church structures and organization allow for service
and involvement. Some dysfunctional structures and
elements include things such as inconvenient
scheduling and worship times, unrealistic financial
requirements above tithing, discouraging leadership
requirements, etc.
5. Inspiring worship service
Services that target both Christians and nonChristians with the Good News of Jesus Christ, in a
manner that all know that the Holy Spirit is truly at
work.
6. Holistic small groups
Marked by small groups of believers that meet to
discuss how to apply Bible passages to their daily
lives. In these groups, members are able to bring up
issues and questions that are of immediate personal
concern.
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Impressions by the First Lady
Catherine White Newkirk

Waiting with Patience
We spend a tremendous amount of time daily
pondering over our personal situations. Soon,
the realization is revealed that if and when a
change comes, it requires some “wait time.”
There is a process involved and the Master has
the sequence in His hands. My brothers and
sisters, it doesn’t proceed on any “microwave
mode.” The truth is, waiting is a given - We
are Going to Wait! The question is: Are we
going to wait the wrong way? If we wait the
wrong way, we’ll be miserable. If we decide to
wait God’s way, we can become patient and
enjoy the wait. It takes practice-but as we let
God help us in every season/storm, we develop
patience, which is one of the most important
Christian virtues.
Galatians 5:22 tells
us that it is one of
the fruits of the
Spirit.
We see God’s
faithfulness over
and over, as we let
go of trusting
ourselves, and
gradually start
placing all of our
trust in Him.
Trusting God means that we leave the who,
what, where, when, and how all up to Him.
God is always on time! I believe He isn’t early

either! Why? Because He uses periods of
waiting to stretch our faith in Him, and bring
about change and growth in our lives. I have
grown tremendously in this area over the past
three months. It is amazing how being still
and quiet gives us an opportunity to commune
with our God and see the power of His grace
and mercy in every area of our lives. When
you find yourself in a “still mode,” look for
the blessings and the new level that God is
taking you to in His plan for your life.
As we learn to wait on God, with patience,
let’s also learn to trust in His perfect timing.
Trusting and timing work side by side. David
sums it up best when he wrote, “I waited
patiently for the Lord, and he inclined to me,
and He heard my cry” (Psalm 40:1).
In closing, please reflect with me on my
favorite scripture,
(NKJV) Isaiah 40:31- “But those who wait
on the Lord shall renew their strength;
They shall mount up with wings like eagles,
They shall run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not faint.”
Pressing on by His Grace.

Catherine White Newkirk
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A Disciple Grows
Discipleship Bridge Ministry

“Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:6

The promise of the gospel is more than a
clean slate with God and the promise of
heaven when we die. The gospel gives us
radical new life now. Being a disciple of
Jesus is stepping into that new life,
following Jesus, experience his
transforming presence. “Follow me,” Jesus
said, “and I will make you become….
(Mark 1:17). In other words, “If you pursue
me, expect your life to change.”
Source:
A definition on Disciple – A disciple is a
person who follows Jesus – to know Jesus
and his teaching; to grow more like Jesus’
and to go for Jesus, serving others and
making new disciples.
Just as physical exercise leads to strength
and health and fitness, in the same way
spiritual exercises, properly understood and
utilized, can help us grow to become like
Christ.
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Growing up OCBC
Oak City Baptist Church (OCBC) 2022 Graduates

Yasir James, Genesis Christmas, Gabrielle Negron,
Moriah McDougal, Sky Hope Alston and
Pastor William T. Newkirk, Sr.

Pastor Newkirk
and Sky Hope Alston

Pastor Newkirk
and Genesis Christmas

Pastor Newkirk
and Gabrielle Negron

Pastor Newkirk
and Gabrielle Negron

Pastor Newkirk
and Yasir James
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Growing up OCBC
LEAP Summer Leadership Program, 2022

Levi Pettis
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus!

I had the great opportunity to attend the
LEAP Summer Leadership Program, held on the
campus of University California at Los Angeles,
virtually, from July 17 to July 23, 2022. LEAP
Program is a full week of positive leadership
skills, core values, motivational paths,
academic enrichment and career minded goal
setting for high school and college students.
Also, rewarding guest speakers and lectures
to encourage students on how to plan for an
awesome career.
Dr. Bill Dorfman is the founder of
LEAP. He is involved in community
outreach and has a dentistry office in Los
Angeles, California, where he provides
cosmetic services to a large list of Hollywood
celebrities and families with limited resources.
Every day of the week in LEAP, with the 3hour time zone difference between North Carolina
and California, classes and lecture were full of

information and academic resources. I really
enjoyed the positive small talk class with different
celebrities… how small talk will politely move
you from getting in your own way of
reaching your goals. An attitude of
gratitude, good mindset and a
supportive circle of family,
friends, church family and
teachers will model you
into a great young adult.
Time management and
self confidence classes
were winners during that
week as well.
I appreciate the
opportunity and would
like to “shout-out” the
scholarship team, UCLA,
OCBC Church Family,
Sister Karen Bethea-Shields,
Dr. Treka E. Spraggins, Sister
Glenda Sandlin and my Mom. God
Bless you all!
https://leapfoundation.lpages.co/leapweek2022moreinfo/

Kaylee Evans
I learned that confidence is not a competition in this program. The program was
fine and I would do it again. It would be
better in person.
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Growing up OCBC
Costa Rica

McKenna Vernon
This summer, I had the opportunity to study abroad
in San José, Costa Rica. During the week, I studied
math, practiced Spanish, and had engaging
conversations with my host mom over breakfast and
dinner. On the weekends, we traveled in groups to
explore different parts of Costa Rica, such as the
beaches of Tamarindo and Arenal Volcano in La
Fortuna. I greatly enjoyed my experience because I
was fully immersed in a place where I could both
learn about a new culture and improve my Spanishspeaking skills through daily interactions. As I’ve
told my family, I wish I could have stayed longer.
The food was delicious, the people I met were very
welcoming, and I can’t wait to go back one day.

OCBC Youth Service with Rev. Mosengo Jose Ndombe, Jr.
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Women’s Day 2022
Theme: I AM A WORK OF ART
Angela N. Bailey

Ephesians 2:10 NKJV
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
Women’s Day 2022 at Oak City Baptist Church kicked off
on Saturday, July 23, 2022, with a Pre-Women’s Day
Fellowship. Some of the women and friends of Oak City
Baptist Church gathered in one of the studios at the Cary
Arts Center for a Paint & Praise Party.
The event began with an opening prayer by Rev Cassandra

Mrs. Jamie Williams, a very talented local artist and the
instructor for the day, then showed the ladies what they
would be painting and provided step-by-step instruction on
how to paint. The ladies seemed really excited about
painting the black angel and were very focused as they
created their works of art as old-school R&B played in the
background. By the end of the Paint & Praise Party,
beautiful masterpieces had been created, but more
importantly, the women and friends of Oak City enjoyed a
day of fellowship, food, and fun!

The 2022 Women’s Day celebration continued Sunday, July
24 with the Women’s Day service. Rev. Dr. Regina Boney
of Victory at Calvary Church, Durham, NC, ministered to
all in attendance with her powerful message, I AM A
WORK OF ART. The women of the Voices of Oak City,
along with guest ensemble, United Cadence, provided
beautiful music for the service. United Cadence ministered
further through their music with two beautiful, soul-stirring
special selections.
The Women’s Day committee prays that all were blessed by
Women’s Day 2022!

Stone, followed by a delicious meal of chicken wings,
meatballs, pasta salad, potato salad, fresh fruit and cheese,
homemade peach cobbler, pound cake and sparkling cider.
Fellowship and laughter abounded!
After enjoying the meal, each attendee was asked to give a
praise report. So many powerful testimonies were given
about God’s healing power and His Grace and Mercy!
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The Men’ Ministry
Deacon Richard Jones

Although the Men's Ministry has not been
able to meet in person for nearly two years,
we have been able to meet via zoom, which
seems to be the new norm. While this
situation is not ideal, it is definitely a means
to an end. The conversations have been
good and sometimes heartwarming as the
men interact. It is surprising to think that
the trials and tribulations of one man may be
the trials and tribulations of other men. As
has been said several times in our sessions,
"Iron sharpens Iron". We realize that we are
in this battle called Life TOGETHER.
We are currently reading the book “The
Power of Knowing God” by Tony Evans.
The monthly sessions are the Saturdays
before the second Sunday at 10:30 am unless
otherwise notified.

Our next session will be September 10,
2022. The chapter presentation will be on
Chapter 9 ”Experiencing Power.” Why not
join as we fellowship over a book. Young
men, as well as seniors are welcome. Come
share as we worship God and His goodness
together.
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Oak City Baptist Church Blood Drive
Whitney Battle
Heath and Wellness Ministry.

Oak City Baptist Church Blood Drive
was held on Saturday August 27th
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Blood
Drive was sponsored by Oak City
Baptist Church’s Health and Wellness
Ministry and The Blood Connection.
Fruit, snacks, drinks, and water were
provided. Blood is essential to help
patients survive surgeries, cancer
treatment, chronic illnesses, and
traumatic injuries. This lifesaving care

starts with one person making a
generous donation. The need for blood
is constant; however, only about 3% of
age-eligible people donate blood
yearly. At the August 27th Blood
Drive, there were 34 people registered
but 30 people gave blood, three no
shows, and one denial. Our first donor
for the day was Rev. William T.
Newkirk. Thank you all who came out
to support the OCBC Blood Drive.
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Inspirational Story

https://www.great-inspirational-quotes.com/inspirational-stories.html

A Glass of Milk
by Author Unknown

One day, a poor boy who was selling
goods from door to door to pay his way
through school, found he had only one
thin dime left, and he was hungry. He
decided he would ask for a meal at the
next house. However, he lost his nerve
when a lovely young woman opened the
door. Instead of a meal he asked for a
drink of water.
She thought he looked hungry so brought
him a large glass of milk. He drank it
slowly, and then asked, "How much do I
owe you?"
"You don't owe me anything," she replied.
"Mother has taught us never to accept pay
for a kindness."
He said.... "Then I thank you from my
heart." As Howard Kelly left that house, he
not only felt stronger physically, but his faith
in God and man was strong also. He had
been ready to give up and quit.

Years later that young woman became
critically ill. The local doctors were baffled.
They finally sent her to the big city, where
they called in specialists to study her rare
disease. Dr. Howard Kelly was called in for
the consultation. When he heard the name of
the town she came from, a strange light
filled his eyes. Immediately, he rose and
went down the hall of the hospital to her
room.
Dressed in his doctor's gown, he went in to
see her. He recognized her at once. He went
back to the consultation room determined to

do his best to save her
life. From that day he
gave special attention to
the case.
After a long struggle, the
battle was won. Dr. Kelly
requested the business
office to pass the final bill
to him for approval.
He looked at it, then
wrote something on the
edge and the bill was sent
to her room. She feared to open it, for she
was sure it would take the rest of her life to
pay for it all. Finally, she looked, and
something caught her attention on the side of
the bill.

She read these words....
"Paid in full with one glass of milk"
(Signed)
Dr. Howard Kelly
Tears of joy flooded her eyes as her happy
heart prayed: "Thank You, God, that Your
love has spread abroad through human
hearts and hands."

Oak City Baptist Church
726 Method Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27607
Telephone Number: (919) 839-5869
Web Site
www.oakcitybaptist.org/
Watch Live Sermons
oakcitybaptist.org/watch-live-now/

Due to the Pandemic, please check your emails and
listen for announcements for confirmation or changes
to traditional programs held during the year 2022.

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ OakCityBaptistChurchRaleigh

Welcome New Member
June 26, 2022
Ms. Crystal Renee Evans Christmas

Inspirational Words of Wisdom

Communications Committee:

Delight yourself also in the Lord,
And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
Psalm 37:4 (NKJV)

Alice McCoy
Cheryl Lucas Stewart
Glenda D. Sandlin
Samuel Stewart
Sherine Vernon
Xenia Pigford

For with God nothing will be impossible.”
Luke 1:37 (NKJV)
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